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EDUCATION

Ph.D., University of South Carolina-Columbia, Political Science, May 2000

v'  Dissertation: “Effectiveness and Influence in the White House: The Chief of Staff During the Reagan and
Bush Years”

M.A., University of Tennessee-Knoxville, Political Science, May 1994

B.A., University of Wisconsin-Madison, Political Science and International Relations, August 1990

ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT/APPOINTMENTS

Director, Applied Politics Program, Dept. of Political Science, University of Akron, Summer 2021 -present
Fellow, Ray C. Bliss Institute of Applied Politics, University of Akron, Spring 2005-Summer 2017, Summer 2021-
present

Akron Community Engaged Scholar, EX[L] Center, Summer 2023-present

Interim Director, Ray C. Bliss Institute of Applied Politics, University of Akron, Summer 2020-Summer 2021
Assistant Director, Ray C. Bliss Institute of Applied Politics, University of Akron, Summer 2017-Summer 2020
Professor, University of Akron, Dept. of Political Science, Fall 2011-present

Associate Professor, University of Akron, Dept. of Political Science, Fall 2005-Summer 2011

Graduate Program Adviser, University of Akron, Dept. of Political Science, Fall 2006-Fall 2007
Undergraduate Honors Adviser, University of Akron, Dept. of Political Science, Fall 2002-Spring 2005
Assistant Professor, University of Akron, Dept. of Political Science, Fall 2000-Summer 2005

Lecturer, Columbia College, Dept. of History and Political Science, Fall 1998, Fall 1999-Spring 2000

TEACHING EXPERIENCE/COURSES TAUGHT/COURSES DEVELOPED

American Congress (undergrad); University of Akron, Columbia College

American Interest Groups (undergrad/ grad); University of Akron

American National Politics Seminar(grad); University of Akron

American Political Parties (undergrad); Columbia College

American Politics in Film * (undergrad); University of Akron

American Presidency (undergrad); University of Akron, Columbia College

Campaign Battleground * (undergrad/ grad); University of Akron

Government and Politics in the United States (undergrad); University of Akron, Columbia College, University of
South Carolina


mailto:dbcohen@uakron.edu

COHEN CURRICULUM VITAE

Homeland Security Policy and Process * (undergrad/ grad); University of Akron

Inside the White House * (undergrad); University of Akron

Politics of 9/11 * (undergrad); University of Akron

Selected Topics: American Campaigns and Elections in Film* (undergrad/ grad); University of Akron
Selected Topics: Protecting POTUS and Congress: Presidential and Congressional Security and Travel *
(undergrad/ grad); University of Akron

Selected Topics: Protecting the President: Health, Disability, and Death in the White House* (undergrad/ grad);
University of Akron

Selected Topics: U.S. Presidential Campaigns, Conventions, and Elections * (undergrad/ grad); University of
Akron

Selected Topics: War and Politics in Film* (undergrad); University of Akron

State and Local Government (undergrad); Columbia College

Weapons of Mass Destruction (undergrad); University of Akron

*Original courses developed.

PUBLISHED WORKS

Books

Grossman, Michael, Francis Schortgen, Ronald Eric Matthews, and David B. Cohen. Eds. 2024. 7he Legacy of the
Trump Administration: A Disruptive Presidency. Palgrave MacMillan.

Green, John C., David B. Cohen, and Kenneth M. Miller. Eds. 2022. State of the Parties 2022: The Changing Role
of Contemporary American Parties. 9t ed. Rowman & Littlefield.

Green, John C., Daniel J. Coffey, and David B. Cohen. Eds. 2018. 7he State of the Parties 2018: The Changing
Role of Contemporary American Parties. 8t ed. Rowman & Littlefield.

Green, John C., Daniel J. Coffey, and David B. Cohen. Eds. 2014. The State of the Parties: The Changing Role of
Contemporary American Parties. Tt ed. Rowman & Littlefield.

Coffey, Daniel J., John C. Green, David B. Cohen, and Stephen C. Brooks. 2011. Buckeye Battleground: Ohio,
Campaigns, and Elections in the Twenty-First Century. Akron, OH: The University of Akron Press.

Banks, Christopher P., David B. Cohen, and John C. Green. Eds. 2005. 7he Final Arbiter: The Consequences of
Bush v Gore for Law and Politics. Albany, NY: SUNY Press.

Cohen, David B. and John W. Wells. Eds. 2004. American National Security and Civil Liberties in an Era of
Terrorism. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, Global Publishing at St. Martin’s Press.

Journal Articles

Cohen, David B. 2024. “The Closer: Ken Duberstein’s Tenure as Ronald Reagan’s Last White House Chief of
Staff.” The Chief of Staff.Vol. 6. #1. January. https://journal.csa.org/the-closer-ken-fuberstein-ronald-reagens

Cohen, David B. and Karen M. Hult. 2021. “Enabling POTUS: Mark Meadows as Donald Trump’s Last Chief of
Staff.” Presidential Studies Quarterly. Vol.51. #4. December. Pp.740-762. [Prepublished September 22, 2021.
DOI: 10.1111/psq12743]. https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/psq.12743

Cohen, David B., Karen M. Hult, and Charles E. Walcott. 2021. “The Chief of Staff in the Contemporary White
House.” The Chief of Staff.Vol.1. March. Pp. 32-42. https://www.csa.org/journal/the-chief-of-staff-in-the-
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contemporary-white-house/

= Cohen, David B. and Karen M. Hult. 2020. “The Office of the Chief of Staff in the Trump White House, 2017-
2019.” Presidential Studies Quarterly.Vol.50. #2. June. Pp. 392-417. [Prepublished March 25, 2020. DOI:
10.1111/psq12646]. https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/psq.12646

= Cohen, David B., Karen M. Hult, & Charles E. Walcott. 2016. “White House Evolution and Institutionalization: The
Office of Chief of Staff since Reagan.” Presidential Studies Quarterly.Vol.46. #1. March. Pp. 4-29.
[Prepublished February 19,2016. DO0I: 10.1111/psq.12249].
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/psq.12249

= Villalobos, José D., Justin S. Vaughn, & David B. Cohen. 2014. “Public Management in Political Institutions:
Explaining Perceptions of Chief of Staff Influence in the White House.” Public Administration.Vol. 92, #3.
Pp.744-760. [Prepublished May 26,2014. DOI: 10.1111/padm.12097].
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/padm.12097

=  Cohen, David B., Karen M. Hult, and Charles E. Walcott. 2012. “The Chicago Clan: The Chiefs of Staff in the
Obama White House.” Social Science Quarterly.Vol.93. #5. December. Pp.1101-1126. [Prepublished October
15,2012.D0I: 10.1111/j.1540-6237.2012.00919 .x.].
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/j.1540-6237.2012.00919.x

= Cohen, David B., Justin S. Vaughn, and José D. Villalobos. 2012. “Manager-in-Chief: Applying Public
Management Theory to Explain White House Chief of Staff Performance.” Political Research Quarteriy. Vol.65.
#4. December. Pp.841-854. [Prepublished September 30,2011. DOI: 10.1177/1065912911421017.].
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1065912911421017

= Cohen, David B. and Charles E. Walcott. 2012. “Cincinnatus of Tennessee: Howard Baker as White House Chief
of Staff.” Baker Center Journal of Applied Public Policy.Vol.4. #2. Fall. Pp.69-84.
https://trace.tennessee.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1007 &context=utk_bakecentpubs

=  Cohen, David B. and Terrence M. O’Sullivan. 2012. “Stuck in the Basement: Organizing and Reorganizing for
Homeland Security in the Post-9/11 White House.” White House Studies.Vol. 12, #1. January. Pp.89-110.

=  Cook, Alethia H. and David B. Cohen. 2008. “Pandemic Disease: A Past and Future Challenge to Governance in
the United States.” Review of Policy Research. Vol.25. #5. September. Pp.449-471.
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1541-1338.2008.00346.x

= Cohen, David B. and John W. Wells. 2007. “In the Eye of the Storm: Bill Clinton, the Culture War, and the Politics
of Religion” Journal of Religion and Society. Vol.9.
https://dspace2.creighton.edu/xmlui/handle/10504/64580

=  Gerber, Brian J., David B. Cohen, and Kendra J. Stewart. 2007. “U.S. Cities and Homeland Security: Examining
the Role of Financial Conditions and Administrative Capacity in Municipal Preparedness Efforts.” Public Finance
and Management.Vol.7. #2. Pp.152-188.
https://spaef.org/article/136/U.S.%20Cities%20and%20Homeland%20Security:%20%20Examining%20the
%20Role%200f%20Financial%20Conditions%20and%20Administrative%20Capacity%20in%20Municipal%20
Preparedness%20Efforts

= Cohen, David B. and Alethia H. Cook. 2006. “At the Intersection of Public Health and National Security: The
Evolution of Smallpox Policy in the Clinton and G.W. Bush Administrations.” Politics and Policy.Vol.34. #1.
March. Pp.156-194. https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/j.1747-1346.2006.00008 .x
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= Dolan, Chris J. and David B. Cohen. 2006. “The War about the War: Iraq and the Politics of National Security
Advising in the G.W. Bush Administration’s First Term.” Politics and Policy.Vol.34. #1. March. Pp.30-64.
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/j.1747-1346.2006.00003.x

= Cohen, David B. and Chris J. Dolan. 2005. “Revisiting El Dorado Canyon: Terrorism, the Reagan Administration,
and the 1986 Bombing of Libya.” White House Studies.Vol.5. #2. Pp.153-174.
https://go.gale.com/ps/anonymous?id=GALE%7CA141167598&sid=googleScholar&v=2.1&it=r&linkaccess
=abs&issn=15354768 &p=A0NE&sw=w

= Gerber, Brian J., David B. Cohen, Brian Cannon, Dennis Patterson, and Kendra B. Stewart. 2005. “On the
Frontline: American Cities and the Challenge of Homeland Security Preparedness.” Urban Affairs Review. Vol.41.
#2. November. Pp.182-210. https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1078087405279900

= Cohen, David B., Chris J. Dolan, and Jerel A. Rosati. 2002. “A Place at the Table: The Emerging Foreign Policy
Roles of the White House Chief of Staff.” Congress and the Presidency.Vol.29. #2. Autumn. Pp.119-149.
DOI: 10.1080/07343460209507731.
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/249063619_A Place_at_the_Table_The_Emerging_Foreign_Poli
cy_Roles_of the_White House_Chief of_Staff

=  Cohen, David B. 2002. “From the Fabulous Baker Boys to the Master of Disaster: The White House Chief of Staff
in the Reagan and G.H.W. Bush Administrations.” Presidential Studies Quarterly.Vol.32. #3. September.
Pp.463-483. https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1741-5705.2002.tb00002 .x

=  Cohen, David B. 2002. “Surviving the Ph.D.: Hints for Navigating the Sometimes Stormy Seas of Graduate
Education in Political Science.” PS: Political Science and Politics. Vol.25. #3. September. Pp.585-588.
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/ps-political-science-and-politics/article/surviving-the-phd-hints-
for-navigating-the-sometimes-stormy-seas-of-graduate-education-in-political-
science/01FD2D40E3688D111FDOAOA90DD6B183

=  Cohen, David B. and Chris J. Dolan. 2001. “Debunking the Myth: Carter, Congress, and the Politics of Airline
Deregulation.” White House Studies.Vol.1. #2. Pp.197-222.
https://go.gale.com/ps/anonymous?id=GALE%7 CA82492367 &sid=googleScholar&v=2.1&it=r&linkaccess=
abs&issn=15354768&p=A0NE&sw=w

= Cohen, David B. and George A. Krause. 2000. “Presidents, Chiefs of Staff, and the Structure of White House
Organization: Survey Evidence from the Reagan and Bush Administrations.” Presidential Studies Quarterly.
Vol.30. #3. September. Pp.421-442. https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.0360-
4918.2000.00122.x

=  Cohen, David B. 1998. “Managing the Pre-Modern Presidency: James K. Polk, the Oregon Crisis and the Mexican
War.” Southeastern Political Review.V0l.26. #4. December. Pp.803-838.
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1747-1346.1998.tb00511.x

=  Krause, George A. and David B. Cohen. 1997. “Presidential Use of Executive Orders, 1953-1994.” American
Politics Quarterly.Vol.25. #4. October. Pp.458-481.
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1532673X9702500403

= Cohen, David B. 1997. “From START to START Il: Dynamism and Pragmatism in the Bush Administration’s
Nuclear Weapon Policies.” Presidential Studies Quarterly.Vol.27. #3. Summer. Pp.412-428.
https://www.jstor.org/stable/27551760?seq=1
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Cohen, David B. 1997. “George Bush’s Vicar of the West Wing: John Sununu as White House Chief of Staff.”
Congress and the Presidency.Vol.24. #1. Spring. Pp.37-59.
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/07343469709507824;
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/07343469709507820 (Errata)

Book Chapters

Matthews Jr., Ronald Eric, Michael Grossman, Francis Schortgen, and David B. Cohen, “Introduction: The Voice
of the Deplorables,” in Michael Grossman, Francis Schortgen, Ronald Eric Matthews Jr., and David B. Cohen.
Eds. 2024. The Legacy of the Trump Administration: A Disruptive Presidency. Palgrave MacMillan.

Grossman, Michael, Francis Schortgen, Ronald Eric Matthews Jr., and David B. Cohen, “Conclusion: Trump’s
Enduring Legacy?” in Michael Grossman, Francis Schortgen, Ronald Eric Matthews Jr., and David B. Cohen. Eds.
2024. The Legacy of the Trump Administration: A Disruptive Presidency. Palgrave MacMillan.

Green, John C., Kenneth M. Miller, and David B. Cohen, “The State of the Parties: Continuity and Change in
2020,” in John C. Green, David B. Cohen, and Kenneth M. Miller. Eds. 2022. State of the Parties 2022: The
Changing Role of Contemporary American Parties. 9t ed. Rowman & Littlefield.

Coffey, Daniel J., John C. Green, and David B. Cohen, “The State of the Parties: Change and Continuity in 2016,”
in John C. Green, Daniel J. Coffey, and David B. Cohen. Eds. 2018. 7he State of the Parties 2018: The Changing
Role of Contemporary American Parties. 8t ed. Rowman & Littlefield.

Cohen, David B., Dane S. Egli, and Terrence M. 0’Sullivan. 2016. “"We Must Work Every Day to Improve’: The
Creation and Evolution of a Homeland Security Infrastructure in the George W. Bush White House.” In Meena
Bose. Ed. 7he George W. Bush Presidency: The Constitution, Politics, and Policy Making. Vol. . New York: Nova
Science Publishers.

Cohen, David B., Karen M. Hult, and Charles E. Walcott. 2016. “The Chiefs of Staff in the George W. Bush White
House.” In Meena Bose and Richard Himelfarb. Eds. 7he George W. Bush Presidency: Domestic and Economic
Policy. Vol. Il. New York: Nova Science Publishers.

Coffey, Daniel J., David B. Cohen, and John C. Green, “The State of the Parties: Change and Continuity in 2012,”
in John C. Green, Daniel J. Coffey, and David B. Cohen. Eds. 2014. The State of the Parties: The Changing Role of
Contemporary American Parties. Tt ed. Rowman & Littlefield.

Coffey, Daniel, David B. Cohen, John C. Green, Monica C. Schneider, Barry L. Tadlock, Dustin Carnahan, and
Diana Kingsbury. 2011. “The Battle for Ohio in 2008: The Politics of Pragmatism.” In David B. Magleby. Ed. 7he
Change Election: Money, Mobilization, and Persuasion in the 2008 Federal Elections. Philadelphia, PA: Temple
University Press.

Hult, Karen M., Charles E. Walcott, and David B. Cohen. 2009. “Not Always According to Plan: Theory and
Practice in the Bush White House.” In Robert Maranto, Tom Lansford, and Jeremy Johnson. Eds. Judging Bush.
Stanford University Press.

Gerber, Brian J. and David B. Cohen. 2008. “Katrina and her Waves: Presidential Leadership and Disaster
Management in an Intergovernmental Context.” In Jack Pinkowski. Ed. Disaster Management Handbook. Public
Administration and Public Policy. Boca Raton, FL: Auerbach Publications.

Brooks, Stephen, Michael John Burton, David B. Cohen, Daniel Coffey, Anne C. Hanson, Stephen T. Mockabee,


https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/07343469709507824
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and John C. Green. 2008. “The Battle for Ohio 2006: The Democrats Strike Back,” in 7he Battle for Congress:
lraq, Scandals, and Campaign Finance in the 2006 Election. David B. Magleby and Kelly D. Patterson, eds.
Boulder, CO: Paradigm Press.

=  Brooks, Stephen, Michael John Burton, David B. Cohen, Daniel Coffey, Anne C. Hanson, Stephen T. Mockabee,
and John C. Green. 2007. “The Battle for Ohio 2006: The Democrats Strike Back.” In David B. Magleby and Kelly
D. Patterson. Eds. War Games: Issues and Resources in the Battle for Control of Congress. Center for the Study of
Elections and Democracy: Brigham Young University. https://www.pewtrusts.org/-
/media/legacy/uploadedfiles/wwwpewtrustsorg/reports/improving_elections/wargamespdf.pdf

= Wells, John W. and David B. Cohen. 2007. “Keeping the Charge: George W. Bush, the Christian Right, and the
New Vital Center of American Politics.” In Mark J. Rozell and Gleaves Whitney. Eds. Religion and the Bush
Presidency. New York: Palgrave Macmillan.

= Cohen, David B. and Christopher P. Banks. 2005. “Reliving Groundhog Day? The 2004 Presidential Election and
the Legacy of Bush v. Gore.” In Christopher P. Banks, David B. Cohen, and John C. Green. Eds. 7he Final Arbiter:
The Consequences of Bush v Gore for Law and Politics. Albany, NY: SUNY Press.

= Gerber, Brian J. and David B. Cohen. 2005. “Who Needs A Mandate? The Election 2000 Hullabaloo and the
Bush Administration’s Governing Agenda.” In Christopher P. Banks, David B. Cohen, and John C. Green. Eds. 7he
Final Arbiter: The Consequences of Bush v Gore for Law and Politics. Albany, NY: SUNY Press.

= Cohen, David B. and Alethia H. Cook. 2004. “Organizing for Homeland Security in Post-9/11 America.” In Betty
Glad and Chris J. Dolan. Eds. Striking First: The Preventive War Doctrine and the Reshaping of U.S. Foreign
Policy. New York: Palgrave Macmillan.

=  Cohen, David B., Alethia H. Cook, and David J. Louscher. 2004. “The Needs of the Many: Biological Terrorism,
Disease Containment, and Civil Liberties.” In David B. Cohen and John W. Wells. Eds. American National Security
and Civil Liberties in an Era of Terrorism. New York: Palgrave Macmillan.

=  Wells, John W. and David B. Cohen. 2004. “Introduction: American National Security and Civil Liberties in an Era
of Terrorism.” In David B. Cohen and John W. Wells. Eds. American National Security and Civil Liberties in an Era
of Terrorism. New York: Palgrave Macmillan.

=  Cohen, David B. 2002. “The Domestic Policy Vicar: John Sununu as White House Chief of Staff.” In Leslie D.
Feldman and Rosanna Perotti. Eds. Honor and Loyally: Inside the Politics of the George H.W. Bush White House.
Westport, CT: Greenwood Press.

=  Cohen, David B. and Chris J. Dolan. 2002. “Debunking the Myth: Carter, Congress, and the Politics of Airline
Deregulation.” In Robert P. Watson. Ed. Contemporary Presidential Studies: A Reader. New York: Nova Science
Publishers.

Other Publications

=  Cohen, David B. 2025. “How the Musk Press Conference Highlights Flaws in Trump’s Newest Chief of Staff.”
Akron Beacon Journal. Op-Ed. February 22.
https://www.beaconjournal.com/story/opinion/columns/guest/2025/02/22 /trump-musk-press-
conference-highlights-chief-of-staff-flaws-opinion-susie-wiles-oval-office/ 79209408007/

= Alexander, Robert and David B. Cohen. 2024. “The Catastrophic Scenario of an Electoral College Tie Looms.”
The Hill. Op-Ed. September 13. https://thehill.com/opinion/campaign/4876307-2024-election-tie-electoral-
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college/mlite/

= Alexander, Robert, David B. Cohen, and Christopher Devine. 2024. “Is J.D. Vance Ready to Govern on Day One?”
Ohio Capital Journal. Op-Ed. August 9. https://ohiocapitaljournal.com/2024/08/09/is-j-d-vance-ready-to-
govern-on-day-one/

= Cohen, David B. and Robert Alexander. 2024. “Harris’ VP Pick Could Make or Break Her Chance at Beating
Trump.” Real Clear Politics. Op-Ed. July 22.
https://www.realclearpolitics.com/articles/2024/07/22 /harris_vp_pick_could_make_or_break_her _chanc
e_at_beating trump_151305.html

=  Alexander, Robert and David B. Cohen. 2024. “Donald Trump’s Own Cabinet Did Not Think He Was Fit to Serve.”
Newsweek. Op-Ed. July 19. https://www.newsweek.com/donald-trumps-own-cabinet-did-not-think-he-was-fit-
serve-opinion-1927781
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